
   

 
 

The Donation of Bodies for Education & Biomedical 
Research  

Guidelines Suggested by the American Association of Anatomists  
 

The American Association of Anatomists (AAA) strongly believes it is critical that those 
entrusted with responsibility for a Willed Body Program meet high standards related to the 
integrity, identity, and security of the bodies donated to their programs.  All programs 
should comply with the Uniform Anatomical Gift Act, which prohibits the sale or purchase 
of human body parts. 

 
Donation Policies 

• The donation of bodies must follow state and local laws.  An institution may have 
additional requirements, but cannot have fewer requirements than state and local 
governments. 

• Donation forms must follow state and local regulations and requirements. 
• Donation literature should describe all possible uses of donated bodies at that 

institution. 
 
Institutional Policies 

• Each institution should have an oversight committee to which the individual in 
charge of the Body Donation Program reports. 

• The Institutional Oversight Committee shall appoint an individual to be 
responsible for the daily operation of the Body Donation Program. 

• The Body Donation Program should be reviewed on a yearly basis by the 
Institutional Oversight Committee. 

  
Program Policies 

• Body Donation Programs should clearly describe the use of cadavers as it relates 
to institutional and educational needs. 

• Records documenting the use of cadavers should be reviewed by the Institutional 
Oversight Committee on a regular basis.  

• The shipment of cadavers must follow all state and local requirements. 
• Facilities where cadavers are used must be appropriate and secured from entry by 

unauthorized personnel.   
• Disposal of cadaveric remains should be documented and must follow all state 

and local regulations and requirements. 
 
 

Adopted November 13, 2009 
by the Board of Directors 

American Association of Anatomists 
 
 
 

 


